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“Reservoir or River?”      Text – Romans 1:8-17        HC Q/A 2     T Reading – 

Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ,
A miracle occurred on Friday; a bone-fide miracle.  I didn’t see it happen myself, but I heard from someone who did.  And there are others here today who heard about it also.
About 10 of us were at a conference on Friday to listen to Rico Tice speak about the evangelism program known as Christianity Explored.  And just before lunch, Rico invited a woman named Renee to come up to the front and to tell us what had happened that very morning.  And Renee explained that having worked through the whole CE course with a student named Lorraine, she was meeting with Lorraine to see how she was doing.  And Lorraine explained that she still did not understand why Jesus died on the cross.  And so, Renee explained that for Lorraine’s sins to be paid for, one who was fully human and fully God had to die and rise again - Jesus.  And Lorraine began to cry because now she understood and believed and was assured that Jesus had paid for her sins.   
And that is a miracle.  That is something that only the Holy Spirit can do, supernaturally!  That is not a chemical reaction or a result of convincing logic; that is the work of conversion that only the Holy Spirit can do – a miracle!  
And it is a miracle that has happened billions of times since creation and it will continue to happen until the Lord Jesus comes again.

And what is clear from Scripture is that it should be a miracle that every believer is hungry to see in the unbelievers around him or her, again and again and again.
It is a hunger that literally pours out of Paul in the opening verses of Romans 1.  
He yearns, every day, to see sinners come to faith in Christ.  
And so, we have to ask ourselves if that same hunger lives in each of us?  Really?  
We will be hungry for things: Career?  Children?  Success?  Marriage?  Possessions?  All-Black victories?  A faithful church?  
But are we hungry to see sinners come to Christ?
Well, in these verses of Rom 1, Paul is continuing to introduce himself as a servant of the gospel.  
He has already described his C.V., we might say, in vv1-7, and he will now express his concern, in vv8-15, and then assert his confidence, in vv16-17.
So, let’s walk through vv8-15 then where Paul expresses his concern.
1. And we see here that Paul’s gospel concern is deeply personal.  He is not writing here about some vague, faceless thing called the church.  No, he is thankful for the Roman Christians, he is often praying for the Roman Christians, he longs to visit the Roman Christians so that he might bless those people and that they might bless him, he has many times planned to visit the Roman Christians before, unsuccessfully, and he is eager to preach the gospel to the Roman Christians.  His gospel concern is deeply personal.  And, when we get to Romans 16, we will see just how personal Paul’s gospel concern is as he begins to list the names of individuals that he greets and thanks for their work in the gospel.  
a. And we note this, congregation, because it is all too easy to find oneself loving the idea of the church of Jesus Christ but not the people of His congregation.  
i. You see, ministry in Rome would not be easy for Paul, just as it was not easy anywhere else.  
A. Some would be suspicious of him at first, some would disagree with his ‘methods,’ some would think he emphasized this too much in his preaching or neglected that, some would be troubled by his rather plain style of public speaking, some would even seek to undermine him, etc etc.  Just read 1 & 2 Corinthians!  
1) And Paul knew this.  But his love for Jesus Christ is seen in his love for a local congregations made up of individual sinners.  
ii. And such a love is only possible by the power of the Holy Spirit, isn’t it.  As much as it grieves me to say it, I know I have wounded some of you over the years – let you down, said something hurtful, given unhelpful counsel, failed to visit, said something in a sermon or not said it.  
A. And as each one of you looks around this room, you can indentify those who have wounded you, but you do this knowing that others are identifying you as having wounded them.  
1) This is an inevitable part of being in a community of sinners.  
B. But that is where the gospel comes in!  For it is the gospel of the undeserved forgiveness of sins in Jesus Christ; the gospel of grace, that makes it possible for you and me to love a congregation of individuals that includes those who have wounded us by forgiving them, by praying for them, and by serving them and serving with them,  
iii. And so, is your gospel concern personal in terms of the believers here at Hornby?
A. Do you come to the table today as an expression of your love for and unity with  not just the church of Jesus Christ, but for these people here?  
2. Well, as we look further at Paul’s personal concern for the Roman Christians, note what it is that he thanks God for first of all – their faith (v8).  
a. Belief in Jesus, as we noted at the beginning of the sermon, is a miracle.  
i. If you saw someone who you knew had died, living and breathing and walking around, wouldn’t you be amazed and astonished?  
A. Well, whenever someone says, “I believe in Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of my sins!”, that is what has happened; someone who was spiritually dead has been resurrected by the Holy Spirit!  It is a miracle! 
1) What happened to Lorraine was a miracle!

2) And I know for a fact that there are believers here tonight who did not know Jesus Christ at the beginning of the year – that’s a miracle!
a) And when I see this or hear about this, my eyes well up with tears of joy because there is nothing so wonderful and astonishing as hearing about a sinner being saved!  
B. But you know what, it is my privilege to teach catechism (church education) classes.  And in both of my classes, many times already this year, and last year, and the year before, I have heard you boys and girls and young people say, “I believe in Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of my sins,” or words to that effect.  More miracles!  

C. You parents have presented your children for baptism and taken the vows you made seriously.  And so, you have taught them the gospel from their earliest days and they have heard it in here and in Sunday school and in cadets and at school.  
D. But by God’s grace, and only by God’s grace, the Holy Spirit has worked the gift of faith in so many of our children – miracles!
ii. Do we not have great reason to thank God for the faith of those who convert as adults and for the faith of our children, just as Paul does here?  
3. But note, next, what it is that underpins everything else Paul does in relation to the gospel.  For in vv9-10, we see that Paul is a man of prayer.  “God, whom I serve with my whole heart in preaching the gospel of His Son, is my witness how constantly I remember you in my prayers at all times; and I pray that now at last by God's will the way may be opened for me to come to you.”  
a. Congregation, there are several Greek words in the NT that are all translated as ‘prayer.’  
i. The most common one is pros-oo-komai, and it refers to prayer in general.  
ii. But when you come across someone who actually prays in Scripture and you are told what they prayed for, you usually encounter one of two words, aiteo or dayomai.  And aiteo basically means to ask or to demand, while dayomai means to beg or to urgently request because you desperately need something.  
A. Well, it is dayomai that is used here by Paul.  Paul has begged God, continually, to bring him to Rome.  
b. Now, we know from our studies in Acts that Paul has desired to go to Rome for at least two and a half years, and that he knew, from the Lord, that he would preach the gospel in Rome for probably most of that two and a half years.  But still he begs of God, continually, that he might get to Rome.   
c. Charles Spurgeon said, “Prayer pulls the rope down below and the great bell rings above in the ears of God.  Some scarcely stir the bell, for their prayers lack liveliness or urgency; others give only an occasional jerk at the rope.  But he who truly communicates with heaven is the man who grasps the rope boldly and pulls continuously with all his might.”
i. That’s the kind of prayer Paul speaks about here.

d. So tell me, Does God want you to be a Christ-like husband?  Yes He does.  He is very plain about that in His Word.  Does He want you to be a Christ-like wife?  A speaker of the truth?  An obedient child?  A good worker or student?  A man who is careful with what he looks at with his eyes?  A person who bridles his or her temper?  A man or woman of prayer?  One who is gentle, kind, and selfless?  
i. Well, is that what you are praying for, boldly, and continuously, with all your might?  
A. In James 4:2 the Spirit says, “You do not have, because you do not ask God.”  And the word translated as ‘ask’ there is the word aiteo, which is one of those prayer words that we spoke of a moment ago.  
1) “You do not have, because you do not ask God.”  
a) Ring the prayer bell in heaven, frequently!
e. But more specifically in connection with this passage of Romans 1, let me ask you this: Does God want sinners to come to faith in Jesus?  Yes?  Well, does He want sinners to come to faith in Jesus through you?  Or are you exempt from the Great Commission?  
i. Is the Great commission only for ministers and maybe a few gifted evangelists?  
A. Is that what we heard from Rev. Kloosterman last Sunday?  Is that what we see in Acts 8:4 as every believer preaches the word wherever they go?  
B. Or does the Lord Jesus Christ say to each and every one of you, “Go, therefore, into all the world, and make disciples”?  
1) Of course He does.  And so, each one of us must say, “The gospel is my calling.  I am to be a gospel sharer.”  
ii. On Friday, Rico Tice illustrated it like this.  The believer is not allowed to be a reservoir, he must be a river.  The living water of the gospel is not to flow into me and become a private swimming pool for me to enjoy, it is to flow out of me so that others too can enjoy swimming in it.
f. But this happens, you see, only by prayer: Our love for lost sinners, our commitment to share the gospel with them, and our actually sharing the gospel is birthed by prayer and is sustained by prayer.  
i. We will pray as individuals, we will pray as families, we will pray as a congregation, we will pray in prayer meetings and Bible studies that God might use you and me to bring sinners to Jesus, like Bob at work or Sharon at the pre-school or Jeff and Jane over the road.  
A. And then we will share the gospel and wait and see God’s all glorious, all gracious, all sovereign, saving power at work in whom and when He chooses.  
g. Will you commit yourself, today, to bold, continual, and ‘with all your might’ prayer for the salvation of sinners whom you know?
Well, there is plenty that could also be said in relation to vv11-15, but today we will skim over them in order to get to vv16-17 where Paul asserts his confidence.  

- We see that Paul longed to use his gifts in the service of the Roman Christians and to be blessed by 

  their ministry to him.
- We see him explain to the Romans how long he had desired to come and serve among them.  
- And we see that the gospel of Jesus is a gospel for everyone, everywhere.  And Paul knew, as one called 
  to be an apostle to Jew and Gentile, slaves and Kings, the uneducated and the wise, that each of these 
  were to be found in Rome.  And this is why he was obligated to preach the gospel in Rome.
So now Paul will provide the theme for the rest of his letter – vv16-17, “I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile.  For in the gospel a righteousness from God is revealed, a righteousness that is by faith from first to last, just as it is written: "The righteous will live by faith."”
And while we could park here for several Sundays, like a hippo wallowing in a warm river, just delighting in the gospel richness of this extraordinary statement, we will be able to do that as we work our way through the rest of Romans.  For the rest of Romans is really explanation and illustration and application of these two verses.  
So today, my fellow hippos, let us just dip our hooves into the pool, as it were, noting just the basics, as we quickly note here Paul’s attitude towards the gospel, how the gospel works, and what the gospel is all about.
1. And we are going to do so in reverse order.  So, first of all, in v17, we see what the gospel is all about.  “For in the gospel a righteousness from God is revealed.”  
a. The theologian, John Calvin, said, “True wisdom consists in two things: Knowledge of God and knowledge of self.”  And God wants us to know these things so He has given us the Bible where they are plainly revealed.  
i. And what we learn in the Bible is that God is eternal and righteous, which means perfect.  
ii. But we are not eternal, are we; we are conceived, we live, and we die.  
A. We start life completely helpless, we then get strong for about 40 years or so, but soon enough we are dribbling and having our nappies changed again, and then its in the box, six feet underground for us all.  That’s it.  That’s what is coming to us all.  
1) You young people might be playing indoor netball now and be as buff as, but it won’t last long.  
B. And what we experience during our lives, among a lot that is beautiful and majestic, is a whole pile of sadness and suffering.  
1) And if we are honest, we know that we are guilty of causing suffering by our words and behaviour.  Suffering is not just something that happens to us, but something we cause.  
C. The Bible tells us that we are born sinful – we inherit a sinful nature from our parents.  
1) No one needs to teach us how to be selfish or greedy or mean; that comes naturally.  What we need to be taught is how to share and be gentle, etc.  
D. And then, on top of this inherited sin is our own sin – we lie, we steal, we lust, we hate, we swear, we kill, we envy, we gossip…and so it goes.  We are guilty sinners.
iii. But we learn also from the Bible that death is not the end.  Jesus will come, again, to judge everyone.  And those who are righteous will live with Him in heaven, forever, while those who are unrighteous will burn in hell, forever.  
A. And to be righteous means to be perfect, spotless; it means to not have a sinful nature and to not sin, at all, ever, in any way.  That is the very plain teaching of the Bible.  
b. And so, my friend, if you want hope beyond the grave; if you wish to live in heaven, for ever, 
i. What do you need?  Righteousness.  
ii. Have you got it in yourself?  No.  
iii. Can you get it?  Yes.  
iv. Where from?  God.  “For in the gospel a righteousness from God is revealed.”  
A. For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, Jesus, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but live forever.  
1) Jesus is how God made eternal life possible.  Jesus died on the cross for inherited sin and actual sin.  Jesus paid the price that sinners could not.  
a) And God gives the righteousness of Jesus to all who believe in Him for the forgiveness of their sins.  That’s the gospel!  
v. Jesus is not someone who can give you a happier life, Jesus is your only hope to avoid the eternal fire of hell!  
A. Your prayer needs to be, “Lord, I am an offense to you, rescue me!  Give me the righteousness of Jesus!”
And we have crossed over, here, into how the gospel works, haven’t we.  
1. It is all about one word beginning with f – faith.  How do you get the righteousness from God?  Faith – you believe in Jesus.  “I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who,” what?  Believes.  
a. To gain heaven, God does not ask you to behave but to believe!  
i. And that is why it is “a righteousness that is by faith from first to last.”  
A. I know Jesus died on the cross.  
B. I believe Jesus died on the cross.  
C. And I am sure that He died on the cross for MY sins.  
2. It was precisely these verses that the Holy Spirit used to bring Martin Luther to salvation.  
a. For most of his life, he had tried to be righteous.  
i. As a monk, he lived in a cold cell and wore itchy sackcloth, and confessed his sins and climbed a jagged stone staircase in Rome, on his bloodied knees, kissing each step, all the while trying to be righteous.  
ii. But at a certain point on the stairs, the Spirit helped him to remember this verse, “The Righteous will live by faith.” 
A. “By fear,” said Luther.  
B. “By faith,” said Paul.  
C. “By fear,” said the teachers of Rome.  
D. “By faith,” said the Bible.  
E. “By fear,” screamed out all of those on the same staircase and all those trying to earn there way into heaven.  
F. “By faith,” said the triune God.  
1) And at that moment, Luther stood up and shuddered at his folly and rested in the righteousness of Jesus.
Are you at rest in the righteousness of Jesus?  
Have you taken the first step into eternity, confident that Jesus’ work will bring you there, safely?  
You have to take the step – faith is a doing thing; it is a taking hold of Christ in order to rest in Him. 
Well, if you have, you will understand our final point, Paul’s attitude towards the gospel.  He says, “I am not ashamed of the gospel.”  

Paul is about to arrive in Rome – the capital of the world at that time.  A centre of government and learning and culture and religion; theatres, temples, libraries, military bases, the coliseum; all there.  
And what does Paul come with?  What incredible thing that will change the world will he announce in Rome?  He comes with a message about a Jewish carpenter who was nailed to a cross by Roman soldiers, and who died and rose again on the third day.  
That’s it!  That’s the whole enchilada!

And some would hear Paul speak and say, Are you kidding?  Is that it?  I came here today because you stuck up a poster saying you had something incredible to tell me, and that’s all you’ve got?  
And some will say the same sorts of things to you when you share the gospel.  Or they will shove their objections in your face – what about suffering?  How can a good God…?  How do you know the Bible is true?  You Christians are hypocrites and homophobic!  

And all you have is a message about a Jewish carpenter who was nailed to a cross by Roman soldiers, and who died and rose again on the third day.  

But that message, since Paul, has brought countless numbers of men and women to faith in Christ.  It has changed lives and villages and tows and countries!  Why?  Well, here are 7 reasons from the text:

It is good news!

It is about salvation!

It is God’s way of salvation!

It is the power of God for salvation!
It is for everyone!

It reveals the way of salvation to sinners!

And it requires only faith!
Confidence!!!!!!   Reservoir or River?  Amen.

